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PASTORAL  LETTER 


OF  THE 


FATHERS  OF  THE  FIRST  PLENARY  COUNCIL 

OF  QUEBEC 

On  the  Christian  spirit  in  the  individual,  in  the  family 
and  in  society 


WE,  BY  THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  AND  OF  THE  APOSTOLIC  See,  THE 

Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  Canada, 

To  the  Clergy  secular  and  regular,  to  the  Religious  Commu- 
nities and  to  all  the  faithful  of  Canada,  health  and 
benediction  in  Our  Lord. 

The  Canadian  Church  has  just  held  her  first  Plenary 
Council.  Assembled  in  the  ancient  city  of  Champlain, 
where  still  vibrate  the  echoes  of  the  ever  memorable  festiv- 
ities of  the  third  Centenary,  grouped  round  the  tomb 
where  rest,  in  the  faithful  keeping  of  the  Seminary  of 
Quebec,  the  venerated  remains  of  the  first  bishop  of  New 
France,  your  pastors  have  studied,  in  peace,  in  harmony 
of  minds  and  hearts,  the  best  means  of  furthering  in  this 
country  the  interests  of  the  Church  and  of  souls. 

After  having  put  their  deliberations  under  the  gui- 
dance of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  having  appealed  to  the 
advice  of  men    the    most    remarkable    lor    their    learning, 


their  wisdom  and  piety,  they  have  ordained  that  which 
seemed  to  them  the  most  conducive  to  the  spiritual  wel- 
fare of  the  faithful  committed  to  their  care. 

The  decrees  of  the  Council  will  be  submitted  to  the 
approbation  of  Rome  ;  and,  with  the  permission  of  the  Holy 
See,  they  will  be  communicated  to  you  and  become 
a  light  for  our  faith  and  a  rule  for  our  conduct.  But  we 
would,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  open  our  hearts 
immediately  to  thank  you  for  the  fervent  prayers  you 
have  sent  up  to  Heaven,  in  order  to  draw  down  God's 
blessing  on  our  important  labors.  Your  prayers  have  been 
heard,  and  we  have  felt  the  salutary  effects  of  the  divine 
protection.  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  promised  to  be  with 
his  disciples,  when  two  or  three  would  assemble  in  his 
name,  has  perceptibly  manifested  his  presence  in  those 
solemn  meetings,  when  priests  and  bishops,  animated  with 
the  spirit  of  the  divine  Master,  had  no  other  ambition  than 
to  strengthen  his  work  and  to  extend  his  reign. 

Your  acts  of  thanksgiving  will  now  be  joined  to  ours  ; 
with  us,  you  will  bless  God  who  gives  us  such  touching 
proof  of  His  bounty.  And,  so  that  your  gratefulness  be 
not  vain,  you  will  endeavor  to  deserve  His  favors  more 
and  more,  by  ever  accomplishing  more  faithfully  His  holy 
will. 

In  this  pastoral  letter,  which  completes  the  work  of  the 
Council,  we  unite  our  voices  and  our  hearts  to  give  you  a 
solemn  mark  of  our  love  and  devotedness,  and  sow  in  your 
minds  the  seed  of  good  counsels.  The  whole  Canadian 
Church  is  speaking  to  you  through  our  lips.  You  will 
receive  with  respect  and  carefully  meditate  teachings 
dictated  by  a  great  love  for  your  souls  and  whose  object 
is  your  dearest  spiritual  interests. 

Inspired  by  the  admirable  programme  which  Pius  X 
traced  out  for  himself  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  con- 
vinced like  him  that  neither  individuals  nor   societies  can 
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be  saved  unless  they  lean  «  upon  the  foundation  which  is 
laid  and  which  is  Christ  Jesus  »,  (1)  we  join  our  voice 
with  histo  exhort  you  to  ((establish  all  things  in  Christ,)) (2) 
and  to  penetrate  thoroughly  with  his  spirit  your  private 
life,  your  domestic  life  and  your  social  life. 

I 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SPIRIT  IN  PRIVATE  LIFE 

The  great  duty  of  the  Christian  is  to  labor  to  copy  in 
his  personal  life  the  essential  features  of  the  life  of  the 
Saviour.  To  this  very  duty  we  are  exhorted  by  the  Apostle 
when  he  says  to  us  :  ((That  the  life  also  of  Jesus  may  be 
made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh.))  (3)  We  beg  of  you, 
our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
meaning  of  these  words  and  to  accept  with  generosity  their 
practical  consequences. 

1.  THE  MODEL  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

The  first  of  these  consequences  is  that  we  must  apply 
ourselves  to  thoroughly  know  the  model  offered  to  our 
imitation.  St.  Paul  asks  the  Corinthians  to  be  his  follow- 
ers, because  he  himself  was  desirous  to  manifest  in  his 
person  the  living  copy  of  Christ  (4).  But  he  warned  them 
that,  in  order  to  reach  that  end,  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
constant  study  of  the  divine  model,  and,  with  a  truly 
apostolic  pride,  he  added  :  ((When  I  came  to  you. .  . . 
I  judged  not  myself  to  know  anything  among  you  but 
Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.  »  (5) 

Meditate  well  on  this  lesson,  our  dearly  beloved 
brethren,  and  impress  yourselves  with  the  necessity  under 


(1)  I  Cor.  Ill,  11. 

(2)  Ephes,  I,  10. 

(3)  II  Cor.  IV,  11. 

(4)  I  Cor.  IV,  16. 

(5)  I  Cor.  II,  2. 
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which  Christians  are  of  studying  the  life  of  Our  Lord,  in 
order  to  follow  his  examples.  Alas !  that  knowledge  of 
Jesus  is  not  that  for  which  the  world  is  most  eager.  How 
fewr  there  are  among  Catholics  who  take  pleasure  in  open- 
ing the  holy  Gospel  and  placing  themselves  in  presence  of 
the  divine  Master,  to  see  him  act,  to  hear  him  speak,  and 
to  enter  with  him  into  an  intimate  and  salutary  familiarity  ! 
We  are  curious  after  human  science ;  we  pride  ourselves 
on  not  being  ignorant  of  any  event  or  personage  that 
occupies  public  opinion  ;  of  Jesus  Christ  what  precise 
knowledge  do  we  possess  ?  What  pains  do  we  take  to  keep 
in  the  proper  light  his  divine  figure,  his  counsels  and  his 
precepts,  his  bounties  and  his  virtues  ? 

And  yet,  more  than  ever  it  becomes  necessary  to 
whomsoever  wrould  live  of  the  faith  and  be  a  true  Christian, 
to  seriously  join  the  school  of  Christ,  and  to  learn  exactly 
from  him  the  rules  and  the  practice  of  wrisdom.  Hell, 
which  cannot  prevail  against  the  Son  of  God,  lets  loose, 
nevertheless,  all  its  fury  against  him  and  madly  strives  to 
make  him  unknowable  in  the  eyes  of  men.  After  the 
numerous  heresies  which  have  attempted,  in  the  course  of 
ages,  to  travesty  his  doctrine  and  disfigure  his  person, 
behold  that  in  these  latter  days,  an  error  graver  still  has 
assailed  our  divine  Redeemer. 

Under  pretence  ol  presenting  to  us  a  new  Christ,  more 
in  conformity  writh  science,  the  Modernists  offer  us  naught 
but  a  vulgar  caricature  of  the  Saviour.  Looking  upon 
this  odious  travesty,  we  may  wrell  repeat  wTith  sorrow7  the 
words  inspired  to  Isaias  by  the  prophetie  vision  of  the 
Messias:  « And  we  have  seen  him,  and  there  was  no 
sightliness,  that  wre  should  be  desirous  of  him. »  (1) 

It  is  not  this  modern  Christ  that  our  august  Pontiff 
presents  us,  but  the  Christ  whom  the  Church  adores  and 
whom  tradition  easily  finds  in  the  Gospel,  the  God  made 


(1)  Isaias,  L  III,  2. 
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man,  who  brought  to  earth  the  true  light,  who  founded  in 
his  blood  an  institution  divine  as  himself,  and  who  con- 
tinues, by  that  same  institution,  to  teach  men  every  truth. 
Vicar  of  that  Christ  on  earth,  he  beseeches  us  to  establish 
in  him  our  whole  life,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  fix  his 
true  image  in  our  mind.  Wherefore,  our  dearly  beloved 
brethren,  we  exhort  you  to  thoroughly  study  the  divine 
model,  and  to  learn  irom  the  Church  the  true  knowledge 
of  Jesus.  Read  often  the  holy  Gospel  in  the  authorized 
text;  read  likewise  the  excellent  Lives  of  Our  Lord  written 
in  these  latter  years,  and  which  your  pastors  may 
recommend  you  ;  listen  attentively,  and  with  a  lively  spirit 
of  faith,  to  the  sermons  that  enlighten  you  regarding  the 
teachings  and  examples  of  the  Son  of  God.  His  doctrine 
and  his  life  will  thus  shine  upon  your  belief  and  your 
conduct.  You  will  receive  your  light  from  the  divine  link, 
and  it  will  be  your  ambition  to  adorn  your  souls  still 
more  with  those  virtues  that  render  the  soul  of  Jesus 
Christ  so  beautiful  and  so  great. 

2.  CHARACTERISTIC  FEATURES  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

Christian  life,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  manilests 
itself  outwardly  by  participation  in  the  ceremonies  of 
public  worship,  by  the  reception  of  the  sacraments,  fruit- 
ful sources  ot  grace,  by  the  practice  of  the  virtues  that 
impart  to  behavior  a  special  character  of  uprightness  and 
honesty.  These  outward  marks  do  not,  however,  consti- 
tute life  ;  they  may  even  be  associated  with  death.  «  Thou 
hast  the  name  of  being  alive,  and  thou  art  dead,»  (1)  says 
the  apostle  St  John  to  the  angel  of  the  Church  of  Sardis. 
Many  Christians  deserve  the  same  reproach  :  the  reality 
of  their  life  does  not  answer  to  the  appearances. 

Whether  the  natural  or  the  supernatural  life  be  con- 
cerned, it  is  the  spirit  that   is  the  principle    thereof.     «  It 


(1)  Apoc.  III.  1. 
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is  the  spirit  that  quickeneth  ».(1)  To  live  the  Christian  life 
is  therefore  to  have  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  « If  any 
man.,  says  St  Paul.,  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he 
is  none  of  his  (2)  Thus  it  is  easy  to  understand  in  what 
the  Christian  spirit  consists.  It  is  a  union  of  intellectual 
and  moral  qualities  and  habits  that  lead  us  to  think,  feel  and 
act  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  thoughts,  sentiments 
and  actions  of  Jesus  Christ  himself,  We  find  it  clearly 
summed  up  in  this  exhortation  of  the  Apostle  :  «  Let  this 
mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.  »  ''S) 

If  you  study  with  care  the  life  of  the  Saviour,  it  you 
search,  under  the  letter  of  the  Gospel,  the  spirit  of  the 
Master  which  should  be  that  of  the  disciple,  you  will  very 
soon  find  that  the  maxims  and  the  acts,  whereby  that 
spirit  reveals  itself,  little  agree  with  the  maxims  and  the 
deeds  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  the  world.  Between  the 
two  there  is  irreductible  opposition,  and  it  is  a  fatal  error 
to  claim  to  join  and  to  mingle  them  in  one's  conduct,  Our 
Lord  declares  that  «  No  man  can  serve  two  masters,  »(i)  and 
you  are  aware  with  what  vigor  he  has  stigmatized  the 
spirit  of  the  world. 

Go  ye,  therefore,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  to  the 
school  of  the  divine  Master  to  fully  imbue  yourselves  with 
his  spirit.  He  will  teach  you  first  of  all  humility:  ((Learn 
of  me,  became  I  am  meek  and  humble  of  heart.  »  5)  It  is 
the  fundamental  virtue  of  the  Christian  life. 

The  first  Adam  had  wrecked  mankind  by  seeking 
through  pride  to  make  himself  equal  to  God  ;  the  new 
Adam  saves  mankind  by  bringing  God  to  the  lowliness  of 
man,  by  an  act  of  prodigious  humility.  Now,  that  virtue 
holds,  among  the  causes  and  means  of  individual  salvation 


(1)  John,  VI,  64. 

(2)  Rom.  VIII,  9, 

(3)  Phil.,  II,  5. 

(4)  Matth,  VI,  24. 

(5)  Matth.  XI,  29. 


the  rank  and  importance  it  held  in  the  mystery  of  our 
Redemption.  «  God  resisteth  the  proud  and  giveth  grace 
to  the  humble.  »  (1'  Wherefore  pride  is  the  cause  of  all 
our  intellectual  and  moral  defections,  and  definitively 
bends  under  the  pitiless  yoke  of  the  devil  the  souls  that 
refuse  to  accept  the  sweet  and  light  yoke  ot  Jesus.  Humil- 
ity, on  the  contrary,  opens  the  source  ot  the  graces  that 
enlighten  and  fortify.  It  is  the  true  wisdom,  according  to 
these  words  of  the  Holy  Ghost  :  ((Where  humility  is,  there 
also  is  wisdom.  » '-' 

Obedience,  the  daughter  of  humility,  is  the  second 
characteristic  feature  of  the  Christian  spirit.  It  is  a  virtue 
dear  among  all  others  to  the  Heart  of  Jesus,  since  he  gave 
it  such  an  important  place  in  his  life.  The  Gospel  gives 
the  summary  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Saviour's  mortal 
life  in  these  simple  words:  «  he  was  subject  to  them.  »  (3) 
And  the  Apostle  St  Paul  finds  no  more  beautiful  nor 
more  expressive  praise  to  give  him  than  the  following : 
((Obedient  unto    death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.))   (4> 

The  devil,  offspring  and  victim  of  revolt,  strives  at 
any  cost  to  draw  mankind  after  him,  in  the  fault  that 
wrecked  him  and  in  the  chastisement  which  everlastingly 
afflicts  him.  Eternally  jealous  of  Christ,  his  sole  ambition 
is  to  snatch  from  him  the  souls  conquered  by  the  cross  ; 
an  exile  from  Heaven,  he  is  eager  to  drive  away  from  its 
path  those  who  walk  therein  in  holy  hope.  And  nothing 
better  serves  his  perverse  designs  than  the  spirit  of 
disobedience.  Why  should  he  have  succeeded  in  poison- 
ing with  that  evil  spirit  so  many  Christians  ! 

Indeed,  the  evil  from  which  the  greatest  number  of 
souls  suffer  to-day  is  incontestably  that  of  independence  and 
insubordination.  The  Holy  Spirit  teaches  us  that  all  lawfully 


(1)  James,  IV,  6. 

(2)  Prov.  XI,  2. 

(3)  Llke.,  II.  51. 

(4)  Philip.,  II.  8. 
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constituted  authority  comes  from  God  :  «  There  is  no 
power  but  from  God,»(1)  and  further  adds  that  to  resist 
authority  is  to  resist  God  ;  « He  that  resisteth  the  power 
resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God.»(2)  Now,  authority  seems 
unbearable  to  many  men  of  our  time.  They  claim  liberty 
without  control,  forgetful  that  liberty  which  does  not  rest 
upon  authority  is  disordinate  and  ruinous.  Under  the 
pretext  of  escaping  the  powers  that  restrain,  they  fall  into 
licentiousness  and  rush  into  the  degrading  slavery  of  greed 
and  of  the  passions. 

The  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  his  Church  is  not 
immune  from  that  spirit  of  insubordination;  often  through 
ignorance,  oiten  likewise  with  premeditation  and  malice,  a 
restraint  is  put  on  the  rights  of  those  who  command  in 
the  name  of  God;  the  commands  and  laws  of  the  Church 
are  disputed  with  an  independence  all  the  more  regrettable 
that  it  is  more  falsely  enlightened. 

We  would  remind  you,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren, 
that  the  mission  of  the  Church  depends  on  no  human 
power,  but  on  Christ  alone,  who  has  defined  its  char- 
acter  and  traced    its  limits   in   these   words  :      «  Go    ye, 

therefore,  and  teach  all  the  nations teaching  them  to 

observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you.  » (3) 
It  is  he,  that  selfsame  Jesus  Christ  Our  Saviour, 
who  still  lives  and  continues  to  speak  to  you  by  the  mouth 
of  his  ministers:  «  He  that  heareth  yon,  heareth  me  ;  and 
he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me.  »  (i) 

How  greatly  to  be  pitied  are  those  Christians  who 
have  lost  the  understanding  of  these  elementary  prin- 
ciples. They  yield,  we  are  aware,  to  baneful  influ- 
ences whose  full  malice  they  do  not  perceive.  The  breath 
of  revolt  that  blows  over  modern  society,  shakes  convictions 


(1)  Rom.  XIII,  1. 

(2)  Rom.  XIII,  2 

(3)  Matth.  XXVIII,  19,  20. 

(4)  Luke,  X.  16 
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that  had  been  reputed  firm,  and  causes  to  waver  even  in 
generous  souls  respect  for  the  most  sacred  things  and  persons. 
So-called  friends  of  the  people  strive  to  persuade  them  that 
the  yoke  of  the  Church  is  too  heavy  for  their  shoulders, 
and  the  influence  that  religious  authority  would  assume  over 
them  is  overbearing  and  inopportune. 

Among  the  divine  marks  the  Church  has  received 
from  her  Founder,  must  be  placed  the  following  :  to  wit, 
that  she  is  a  school  of  discipline  and  obedience.  That  it 
is  which  enables  her  to  keep  all  her  children  in  so  mar- 
vellous and  so  fruitful  a  union  and  to  strew  along  her 
path  works  that  perish  not.  Upon  her  fall  the  blessings 
promised  by  God  to  Abraham  :  «  In  thy  seed  shall  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed  because  thou  hast 
obeyed  my  voice.  »  (1)  If  the  separated  churches  which 
count  so  many  beautiful  souls  and  generous  aspirations, 
exhaust  themselves  by  unceasing  divisions  and  sterile 
quarrels,  is  it  not  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  the 
daughters  of  disobedience,  and  that  they  are  fatally  power- 
less to  teach  and  to  enforce  the  practice  of  that  virtue  so 
indispensable  to  the  children  of  God. 

Rejoice,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  that  you  live  in 
a  Church  that  gives  such  an  honorable  rank  to  obedience 
towards  God  and  all  those  who  command  in  His  name. 
Thoroughly  understand  her  doctrine  on  this  point,  and 
put  it  into  practice  ;  you  will  thereby  truly  live  of  the  life 
of  Christ.  He  will  reign  in  you,  since  by  your  means 
he  will  continue  to  fulfil  his  mission  which  is  to  do  the 
will  of  his  Father. 

The  spirit  of  Christ  is  also  a  spirit  of  self-denial  and 
of  sacrifice.  It  inspires  courage  to  walk  in  the  royal 
way  of  the  Cross,  and  to  respond  generously  to  this  call  of 
the^Master:  «If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me.»(2> 


(1)  Gen.  XXII,  18. 

(2)  Matth.  XVI,  24. 
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Do  not  think,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  that  it  is 
here  question  of  mere  counsels.  Every  time  that  Christ 
speaks  of  penance,  he  makes  thereof  a  formal  and  uni- 
versal precept.  In  a  speech  related  by  St  Luke,  he  utters 
two  several  times,  and  almost  in  the  same  terms,  this 
menace  of  such  dreadful  preciseness  :  «  Unless  you  do 
penance,  you  shall  all  likewise  perish.  »(1> 

Many  Christians,  on  reading  or  hearing  that  word,  are 
tempted  to  find  it  hard.  It  seems  strangely  out  of  harmony 
in  the  mollifying  concert  of  wordly  talk,  and  traces,  out  a 
programme  little  adapted  to  the  customs  of  our  day.  The 
desire  for  comfort,  the  eager  pursuit  of  enjoyment,  the 
dread  of  pain  and  the  constant  study  to  avert  it,  such  are 
the  features  that  deeply  mark  contemporary  society.  To 
convince  one's  self  thereof  suffice  it  to  witness  the  place 
ever  increasing  devoted  to  amusements  of  every  kind  and 
quality  ;  the  alarming  progress  of  a  luxury  that  consumes 
the  fruits  of  labor  and  fans  the  worst  passions  ;  impatience 
in  the  acceptance  of  one's  fate  and  in  submitting  to  the 
ills  and  sufferings  willed  by  God  ;  in  fine,  the  readiness  to 
find  pretexts  for  avoiding  the  penances  imposed  by  the 
Church.  An  ever  more  exacting  and  more  refined  sen- 
sualism penetrates  the  habits  of  life  and  ruins  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel.  To  Jesus  suffering,  who,  from  the  summit 
of  his  cross,  preaches  penance,  several  would  willingly 
answer  by  the  insolent  summons  of  the  princes  of  the 
priests  and  scribes  :  «If  he  be  the  king  of  Israel,  let  him 
now  come  down  from  the  cross,  and  we  will  believe 
him.»(2)  What  is  desired  is  a  Christianity  without  pen- 
ance, a  pardon  without  expiation,  a  Heaven  without 
Calvary. 

It  is  not  thus,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  that  think 
and  act  the  true  disciples  of  Christ.  They  know  the  Gospel 


(1)  Luke,  XIII,  5. 

(2)  Matth.  XXVII,  42. 
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is  inseparable  from  the  Cross,  and  that  Heaven  suffereth 
violence  :  «  and  the  violent  bear  it  away.  »  (1>  Where- 
fore they  accept  with  a  joyous  heart  the  law  of  penance, 
which  is  for  sinful  man  a  law  of  resurrection  and  life ! 
«  God  then  hath  also  to  the  Gentiles  given  repentance 
unto  life.»  {i)  That  law,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  you  will 
generously  apply  to  yourselves  in  the  direction  of  your 
life,  and  you  will  never  neglect  to  produce  worthy  fruits 
of  penance,  obeying  thereby  the  recommendation  which  St 
John  the  Baptist  addressed  to  his  disciples  :  «  Bring  forth, 
therefore,  fruit  worthy  of  penance.  »  (3) 

3.  THE  SOURCES  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

But  to  practise  these  virtues  which  are  the  loveliest 
ornament  of  Christian  souls,  it  is  necessary  to  strengthen 
one's  will,  by  making  it  rest  upon  the  very  strength  of  God. 
And  that  is  the  work  of  prayer.  To  pray  is  to  associate 
God  with  one's  life  ;  it  is  to  assume  His  power,  to  put  on 
His  armor,  according  to  the  expressive  word  of  the  Apostle: 
«  Put  you  on  the  armor  of  God  »  (4)  In  the  supernatural 
order,  our  life  is  sustained  by  grace  alone  ;  and  grace  is 
granted  to  him  only  who  asks  for  it.  Prayer  is  therefore 
the  great  duty  of  the  children  of  God.  We  exhort  you, 
our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  to  give  it  in  your 
life  that  place  which  is  due.  It  is  good,  it  is  salutary 
for  the  Christian  to  interrupt  from  time  to  time  his  earthly 
converse,  to  lift  up  his  thoughts  towards  God  and  place 
his  conversation  in  Heaven.  (5)  It  is  in  those  holy  inter- 
views that  the  soul  disengages  itself  more  completely  from 
sin,  that  it  tastes  [the  sweet  kindness  of  the  Lord,  that  it 


(1)  Mai  ih.  XI,  12 

(2)  Acts.  XL  18. 

(3)  Matth.  Ill,  8. 

(4)  Eph.  VI,  2. 

(5)  Philip,  III.,  20. 
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reanimates  its  hopes  and  gives  new  strength  to  its  resolu- 
tions. The  man  who  has  prayed  well  better  understands 
his  duty  and  accomplishes  it  more  courageously.  He  does 
not  suffer  trials  to  deject  him  nor  pleasures  to  enervate 
him.  Temptation  finds  him  watchful  and  upright  ;  he  is 
an  armed  soldier,   ready  for  action  and   sure  of  victory. 

Among  the  pious  acts  that  contribute  to  develop 
Faith  and  form  Jesus  Christ  in  souls,  there  is  one  that  we 
judge  more  efficacious  than  the  others,  and  wrhich  it  is 
particularly  agreeable  for  us  to  recommend :  it  is  Holy 
Communion. 

When  Our  Lord  instituted  the  sacrament  of  the  Eucha- 
rist, his  object  was  to  provide  men  with  an  infallible  means 
of  sustaining  supernatural  life  within  themselves.  The  form 
under  which  he  established  that  sacrament  clearly  reveals  his 
thought.  «  The  bread  which  I  will  give  is  my  flesh  for 
the  life  of  the  world.  »  (1)  «  I  am  the  living  bread,  which 
came  down  from  heaven.  »  (2)  And  he  adds  :  « If  any 
man  eat  ot  this  bread  he  shall  live  for  ever.  »  (3)  Nothing 
is  clearer  than  these  words,  and  nothing  more 
convincing.  They  should  be  the  essential  and  guiding  rule 
of  all  Christian  life.  On  the  one  hand,  we  are  bound  to  main- 
tain, to  increase,  to  perfect  in  ourselves  the  supernatural  life 
which  baptism  communicated  to  our  souls,  and  which  will 
realize  its  full  expansion  in  heaven  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
Jesus  Christ  declares  unto  us  that  such  a  life  is  fed  only 
with  the  Eucharistic  bread.  It  is  easy  to  conclude  that 
to  partake  ot  the  sacrament  of  the  altar  is  indispensable 
for  the  Christian.  For  him  it  is  a  question  of  spiritual 
life  or  death  :  «  Unless  you  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  ot 
man,  and  drink  his  blood,  you  shall  not  have  life  in 
you.  ».(4> 


(1)  John,  VI,  52. 

(2)  John,  VI,  41. 

(3)  John,  VI,  52. 

(4)  John,  VI,  54. 
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No  wonder,  then,  that  the  Church,  whose  mission  it 
is  to  maintain  life  in  souls,  has  always  set  her  heart  on 
drawing  the  faithful  to  the  holy  Table.  Penetrated  with 
the  apostolic  teachings,  the  early  Christians  considered  it 
an  honor,  and  likewise  a  necessity,  to  be  daily  guests  at 
the  sacred  banquet.  It  was  their  conviction  that  the  soul  as 
well  as  the  body  needed  its  daily  bread,  so  as  not  to  grow 
faint  on  the  way  to  heaven  ;  and  each  day  the  divine 
Master  fed  with  his  flesh  and  blood  those  who  wished  to 
live  of  his  life. 

Alas  !  How  far  we  have  wandered  from  that  primitive 
fervor  !  Such  has  been  the  indifference  of  Christians 
towards  that  divine  food,  that  the  Church  has  found 
herself  under  the  painful  obligation  of  commanding  her 
children  to  go  to  communion  at  least  once  a  year.  And 
they  are  not  few  to-day  who  content  themselves  with 
obeying  that  precept,  and  who  suffer  themselves  in  a 
manner  to  be  driven  by  force  to  the  august  table  whereat 
Jesus  dispenses  the  bread  of  life.  And  yet,  the  banquet  is 
always  prepared  ;  our  gentle  and  loving  king  desires  that 
the  banqueting-hall  be  filled,  and,  as  in  the  parable  of  the 
Gospel,  he  sends  his  servants   everywhere  to  gather  guests. 

The  whole  Catholic  Church  thrilled  for  joy,  four  years 
ago,  at  the  Master's  vigorous  and  pressing  appeal.  Our 
beloved  Pontiff,  Pius  X,  acting  as  interpreter  to  the  Sacred 
Heart  of  Jesus,  attempted  a  supreme  effort  to  revive  the 
holy  traditions  of  the  first  ages.  With  a  bold  and  truly 
apostolic  gesture,  he  removed  all  the  obstacles  that  a 
persistent  Jansenism  and  over  narrow  theological  interpre- 
tations had  raised  in  the  path  leading  to  the  holy  Table. 

The  decree  on  daily  communion  has  decided  every 
dispute  and  put  an  end  to  every  hesitation.  «  Frequent 
and  daily  communion,  in  so  far  as  ardently  desired  by 
Our  Lord  and  by  the  Catholic  Church;  must  be  accessible 
to  all  Christians  of  whatsoever  order  or  condition  they  be, 
so  much    so  that  nobody,   if  he  is  in   the   state  of  grace 
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and  approaches  the  holy  Table  with  a  right  and  pious 
intention,  may  be  kept  away.»  It  is  by  this  solemn  declar- 
ation, so  clear  and  precise,  that  the  decree  of  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  the  Council  begins.  It  plainly  shows  the 
wish  of  Christ  and  of  the  Church,  and  the  lawfulness  of 
communion,  even  each  day,  for  all  the  faithful  who  are 
in  the  state  of  grace  and  have  in  their  heart  a  right  and 
pious  intention.  Thus  are  determined  the  practical  rules  of 
conduct  that  should  henceforth  guide  priests  and  faithful. 
Rome  has  spoken,  the  cause  is  judged. 

But,  if  in  this  grave  document  there  is  authority  which 
commands,  there  is  also,  and  above  all,  love  that  invites. 
How  refrain  from  feeling,  beneath  the  letter  of  the  decree, 
the  vibrations  of  the  Heart  so  good,  so  compassionate  of 
the  divine  prisoner  of  our  tabernacles  ?  He  has  beheld  the 
distress  of  the  multitude  bending  under  the  burden  and 
deprived  of  the  bread  that  strengthens,  and,  as  of  yore, 
he  has  taken  pity  ;  and  by  the  voice  of  his  Vicar,  he  has 
uttered  a  cry  of  sympathy  :  «  Come  to  me  all  you.  »  (i) 
That  food  wherein  he  gives  his  body  and  blood  he  des- 
tines not  for  a  chosen  few,  but  for  the  multitude  of  the 
weak  and  famished. 

The  Catholics  of  the  whole  world  have  heard  that 
merciful  call,  and  since  some  time  we  have  witnessed 
a  most  consoling  sight.  The  practice  of  Irequent  com- 
munion is  rapidly  spreading,  and  an  irresistible  movement 
of  faith  and  love  is  bringing  back  the  faithful  to  Jesus  in 
the  host.  At  the  very  outset,  you  joined,  our  dearly 
beloved  brethren,  this  pious  movement.  Like  docile  chil- 
dren and  enlightened  Christians,  you  understood  the 
wishes  of  Holy  Church,  and  you  hastened  to  respond 
thereto.  We  congratulate  you  for  this  with  all  our  heart, 
and  we  exhort  you  to  persevere  in  these  good  dispositions. 
Frequent  communion  is  the  most  efficacious    remedy    for 


(1)  Matth.  XI,  28. 
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the  evils  that  ravage  modern  society.  It  alone  can  cure  the 
fever  of  naturalism  that  greatly  endangers  supernatural 
life  ;    it  alone  is  able    to  establish  Christ  in  souls. 

II 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SPIRIT  IN  THE  FAMILY 

To  be  a  Christian,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  is,  as 
we  have  seen,  to  penetrate  one's  soul  with  the  teachings 
and  examples  of  the  divine  Master  ;  it  is  to  seek  in  the 
Gospel  the  rule  olones  life,  in  prayer  and  the  sacraments, 
the  gifts  of  God.  We  wish  now  to  add  that  one  must  be 
a  Christian,  not  only  in  one's  private,  but  also  in  one's 
public  life. 

It  is  a  practical  error,  too  common  nowadays  and 
extremely  disastrous  to  souls,  to  believe  that  one  may 
serve  two  masters,  and  bend  one's  conscience  to  two 
different  codes  of  morality.  It  seems  attractive  to  conciliate 
thus  the  interests  of  the  two  men  whom  everybody  bears 
within  himself:  on  the  one  hand,  the  private  man  who 
wishes  to  live  on  good  terms  with  God  and  the  Church  ;  on 
the  other,  the  public  man  who  sacrifices  to  the  so-called 
exigencies  of  the  city  or  the  state  the  more  important 
interests  of  religion.  They  are  like  two  persons  living 
each  at  home,  without  looking  at  each  other,  without 
paying  any  heed  to  one  another.  To  the  former  belong 
pious  practices  and  delicacy  of  conscience  ;  to  the  latter, 
independence  of  opinion  and  license  of  speech.  Whilst 
the  one,  in  the  secrecy  of  his  soul  and  in  the  shadow  ot 
the  temple,  recites  the  Credo,  the  other,  before  the  multitude, 
in  the  press  or  from  the  rostrum,  will  hesitate  or  doubt,  or 
even  boldly  clamor  :    Xon  serviam! 

This  partition  of  the  soul  and  scission  of  the  conscience 
create  a  dangerous  dupery.  The  soul  is  one,  the  con- 
science  likewise.     God,    our    sole    and   sovereign  Master, 
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demands  to  be  served  in  public  as  well  as  in  private,  and  the 
Christian  is  responsible  to  this  Master  of  all  the  actions  of 
his  life.  That,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  is  a  truth  that 
the  Church  does  not  cease  preaching  to  her  children,  and 
to  which  we  must  specially  draw  your  attention.  From 
your  individual  life,  then,  may  the  spirit  of  Our  Lord  shine 
upon  your  public  deeds,  and,  to  begin  with,  may  it  radiate 
at  your  fireside,  in  your  domestic  life.  The  family,  like 
the  heart  of  the  Christian,  is  a  sanctuary  which  religion 
should  consecrate  and  sanctify.  Fathers  and  mothers, 
you  are  the  guardians  of  that  sanctuary,  and  you  must  be 
ambitious,  not  only  to  protect  it  from  all  profanation,  but 
also  to  cause  to  reign  therein  the  influence  of  Christ  and 
the  practice  of  Christian  virtues.  For  that  purpose  follow 
with  courage  and  docility  the  advice  we  judge  fit  now  to 
give  you. 

lo  RESPECT  FOR  THE  MARRIAGE-TIE 

The  security  of  the  Christian  home  rests  entirely  on 
the  indissolubility  of  the  marriage-tie.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
Church  nothing  can  sever  that  tie  which  God  Himself 
declares  to  be  inseverable  :  «  What  therefore  God  has 
joined  together,  let  not  man  put  asunder.  »  (1)  We  cannot 
adequately  reprobate  the  legislations  that  have  sacrilegiously 
infringed  upon  that  fundamental  principle  of  Christian 
civilisation.  Divorce,  by  putting  asunder  that  which  God 
has  joined  together,  violates  the  doctrine  ot  Jesus  Christ, 
and  opens  the  door  to  the  most  deplorable  abuses.  The 
Catholic  Church  has  always  shown  herself  the  indefectible 
guardian*of  the  sanctity  of  marriage,  and  she  declares  that 
divorce  authorized  by  civil  law  leaves  untouched  the 
marriage-tie,  which  the  hand  of  man  is  powerless  to  loose. 

But  the  respect  due  to  the  indissoluble  matrimonial 
union    imposes    on    Catholic   husbands  and  wives  special 


(1)  Matth.  XIX,  6. 
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duties  on  which  they  can  never  sufficiently  meditate.  They 
must  first  of  all  practise  a  great  charity  towards  one  another, 
and  bear  their  mutual  defects  with  truly  Christian  patience. 
The  peace  and  happiness  of  the  home  are  the  reward  of 
generous  sacrifices.  The  sacrament  gives  those  that  receive 
it  with  the  proper  dispositions  the  grace  to  make  such 
sacrifices,  and  to  banish  from  their  conduct  all  that  might 
disturb  harmony  and  separate  hearts. 

We  particularly  recommend  married  persons  to  devote 
to  their  family  all  the  time  that  is  not  claimed  by  business 
or  social  duties.  Nothing  disorganizes  the  family  circle 
and  loosens  the  conjugal  tie  like  the  habit,  prevalent  now- 
adays with  a  great  deal  too  many  husbands,  of  seeking 
far  from  their  wives  and  children  the  distractions  and  amuse- 
ments for  which  they  are  eager.  It  looks  as  if  it  were  a 
burden  and  a  vexation  for  them  to  stay  at  home.  They  rarely 
make  their  appearance  in  their  own  dwelling,  and  find  a 
thousand  pretexts  to  leave  it  and  to  prolong  their  absence. 
There  exist,  in  every  centre  of  any  importance,  numerous 
clubs  that  regrettably  compete  with  the  domestic  circle. 
There  too  frequently  the  husband  wastes  his  leisure  time  in 
a  company,  in  conversations  and  in  games  which  leave 
unharmed  neither  his  fortune  nor  his  health,  nor  his  honor, 
nor  his  faith.  He  there  contracts  tastes  and  forms  asso- 
ciations that  make  him  lose  all  family  spirit,  and  little 
by  little  stifle  in  his  heart  the  pure  and  holy  affections  he 
owes  to  his  own. 

And  while  the  club-rooms  attract  and  keep  their  too 
faithful  and  too  numerous  frequenters,  what  is  taking  place 
at  home  ?  Solitude,  sadness  and  abandonment  weigh 
heavily  on  the  wife  and  children,  who  feel  that  they  are 
neither  protected  nor  loved.  Perfidious  temptations  prowl 
about  such  ill-guarded  houses,  and,  if  the  wife  has  not  a 
profoundly  Christian  soul,  she  is  exposed  to  the  worst 
dangers,  and  it  may  happen  that  she  seek  in  vice  a  diver- 
sion from  her  sorrows. 
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On  the  other  hand,  wives  should  always  remember 
that  they  are  the  visible  guardian  angels  of  the  dwelling, 
and  no  mission  is  more  noble,  more  useful,  more  fertile 
in  good  results  ;  none  better  responds  to  the  generous 
aspirations  that  God  has  placed  in  the  heart  of  woman. 

The  Church,  assuredly,  does  not  interdict  woman  from 
exerting  influence  for  good  outside  of  her  home,  nor  from 
taking  her  lawful  part  in  social  action,  to  day  more  neces- 
sary than  ever ;  but  she  vigorously  reprobates  those  unwhole- 
some theories  which,  under  the  name  of  feminism,  have  been 
propagated  in  these  latter  times,  and  from  which  we  must 
preserve  our  country.  Under  the  very  fallacious  pretext 
of  freeing  woman  from  the  servitudes  that  are  said  to 
weigh  upon  her,  the  object  is  simply  to  snatch  her  away 
from  the  hearth  of  which  she  has  the  guardianship,  and 
to  liberate  her  from  the  sacred  duties  imposed  upon  her 
by  nature  and  Providence.  By  a  deplorable  confu- 
sion, which  is  the  outcome  of  ignorance  with  some,  of 
malice  with  others,  it  is  given  to  be  understood  that 
equality  begets  similarity  of  rights,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  woman  enter  into  a  ridiculous  and  odious  rivalship 
with  man,  in  a  field  of  action  where  neither  the  conditions 
of  the  struggle  nor  the  chances  of  success  can  be  equal. 
The  practical  realization  of  such  theories  would  be  baleful 
to  woman  and  to  the  family,  and  would  cause,  within  a 
brief  delay,  the  downfall  of  the  one  and  the  ruin  of  the  other. 

Such  is  not  the  Christian  ideal  the  Church  proposes 
to  woman  ;  such  is  not  either  the  typical  wife  and  mother 
whom  the  history  and  traditions  of  our  country  offer  us. 
God  has  visibly  blessed  the  Canadian  family,  and  He  has 
sheltered  it  from  the  most  of  the  errors  of  doctrine  or 
morals  that,  in  other  countries,  disorganize  the  home  and 
poison  the  very  fountains  whence  springs  forth  the  life  of 
nations.  With  us,  domestic  society  has  always  firmly 
rested  on  the  bases  which  the  Gospel  gave  it  ;  and  it  is 
our   glory,   as  well  as  our  strength,   that    the    women    of 


-  19  — 

Canada   have  marvellously    understood  and  courageously 
practised  their  duties  as  wives  and  mothers. 

From  the  very  birth  of  the  colony,  two  beautiful 
devotions  have  as  it  were  taken  root  in  our  soil  and  in 
souls,  and  have  greatly  contributed  to  establish  and 
preserve  our  family  morals  in  their  Christian  purity  :  we 
mean  the  worship  of  the  Holy  Family  and  piety  towards 
St  Anne.  We  acknowledge  with  joy  that  these  two 
devotions  are  still  in  great  honor  everywhere,  and  that 
they  continue  to  produce  their  beneficial  effects.  Christian 
wives,  mothers,  honor,  love,  invoke  the  Holy  Family  and 
good  St  Ann  ;  join  the  sodalities  erected  under  their 
patronage  ;  penetrate  yourselves  with  the  teachings  there 
given  to  you.  Guided  by  such  examples,  supported  by 
such  powerful  protections,  you  will  make  the  true  spirit 
of  Jesus  Christ  reign  supreme  in  your  families,  you  will 
keep  inviolate  the  sound  traditions  of  the  people  of 
Canada,  and  you  will  answer  to  the  views  of  God  and  to 
the  hopes  of  the  Church  by  rearing  in  your  homes  gene- 
rations ot  Christians. 

2.  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN 

The  education  of  their  children  is,  indeed,  the  great 
duty  as  well  as  the  great  honor  of  parents.  Nature,  as 
well  as  religion,  imposes  this  mission  on  them  ;  the  good 
of  society  obliges  them  to  fulfil  it  with  intelligence  and 
devotedness.  It  is  therefore  sovereignly  important  that 
they  be  well  instructed  concerning  their  grave  obligations, 
and  we  consider  we  are  performing  one  of  the  chief  duties 
of  our  pastoral  office  in  giving  them  some  clear  and 
practical  counsels  on  this  subject. 

(a)  Home  Education 

Fathers  and  mothers,  bear  well  in  mind  that  the 
domestic  hearth  is  the  child's  first  school ;  that  this  same 
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school  may,  strictly  speaking,  take  the  place  of  all  others, 
but  that  it  may  never  with  impunity  be  replaced  by  any 
other.  Of  that  school  you  are  the  masters,  and  the  teach- 
ing you  give  there  is  amenable  to  God  and  to  your  conscience 
alone.  It  is  there,  at  your  knees,  under  your  eyes,  through 
your  word  and  through  your  acts,  that  the  child  receives 
the  first  rays  that  enlighten  its  intelligence,  the  first  im- 
pressions that  are  engraved  in  its  heart,  the  first  counsels 
that  discipline  and  direct  its  will.  The  soul  of  your  child, 
wrapped  in  flesh  and  as  if  captive  to  the  senses,  expects 
from  you  alone  the  educative  act  that  will  draw  it  from  its 
prison,  and  the  beneficial  impulse  that  will  bring  it  up 
towards  truth,  towards  duty,  towards  God.  While 
still  new,  tender  and  flexible,  it  is  intrusted  to  you  so  that 
your  hands  may  shape  and  mould  it  according  to  the 
divine  model.  Sublime  ministry  which  associates  you  to 
the  work  of  creation,  which  makes  of  you  the  helpers  of 
God  !  Delicate  task  that  claims  all  the  light  of  faith  and 
all  the  powers  of  grace  ! 

Tarry  not,  Christian  parents,  in  applying  yourselves 
to  this  work  of  domestic  education,  and  perform  it  in  con- 
formity with  the  views  of  our  mother  the  Holy  Church. 
Mindful  that  your  children  come  from  God  and  must 
return  to  God,  take  care  to  form  and  develop  the 
religious  feeling  in  them.  Early  in  life,  direct  those 
dear  souls  towards  heaven;  open  them  to  the  salutary  in- 
fluences of  faith,  and  establish  at  once,  between  them  and 
God,  the  sweet  and  fruitful  intercourse  of  prayer.  God 
delights  in  the  praise  of  little  children,  and  He  blesses 
the  fathers  and  mothers  whose  pious  hand  kindles  the 
agreeable  incense  of  prayer  in  those  pure  hearts.  That 
incense  will  give  fragrance  to  your  home  and  healthfulness 
to  its  atmosphere.  Blessed  the  houses  where  all  the  in- 
mates collect  their  souls  each  day  and  unite  in  common 
prayer!    The  Lord  covers  them  with  His  protection  ;     He 
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dwells  therein  as  in  a  sanctuary  and  His  grace  triumphs 
there  over  sin. 

With  piety,  the  seed  of  Christian  virtues  must  be 
sown  in  the  child's  soul,  and  the  germination  and  growth 
thereof  must  be  carefully  watched.  Among  these  virtues 
we  point  out  most  particularly  respect  for  authority, 
prompt  and  loving  obedience  to  those  who  command, 
temperance  in  eating  and  drinking,  charity  towards  one's 
neighbor,  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  and  the  practice  of 
alms-giving.  Fear  not,  Christian  parents,  to  speak  often 
of  these  virtues  to  your  children.  Your  advice-  given  in 
good  time,  often  renewed  with  patience,  but  also  with  firm 
conviction,  will  engrave  itself  in  their  memory  and  en- 
lighten with  a  beneficial  ray  the  first  awakening  of  their 
conscience.  The  word  of  God,  through  your  lips,  will  be  a 
light  to  guide  their  wavering  steps  in  the  paths  of  duty. 
«  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  to  my  feet,  and  a  light  to  my 
paths,  »  (1) 

To  speech  join  action.  Joyfully  seize  all  the  occasions 
that  offer  to  make  your  children  practise  the  virtues  that 
you  should  teach  them.  Give  them  yourselves  first  of  all 
the  powerful  impulse  of  your  own  good  examples  ;  after 
which,  by  repeated  acts,  make  them  early  contract  the 
salutary  habit  of  virtue.  There  is,  for  good  as  well  as  for 
evil,  a  training  which  is  acquired  by  exercise,  which 
renders  pliant  the  faculties  of  the  soul  and  disciplines  the 
will,  which  makes  obstacles  less  redoubtable  by  habitually 
surmounting  them,  and  gives  as  it  were,  on  the  way  to 
heaven,  an  acquired  velocity  which  increases  tenfold  the 
power  of  the  endeavor,  and,  without  subtracting  from  the 
merit,  multiplies  the  chances  of  reaching  the  goal.  Such  is 
the  fertile  result  of  a  thoroughly  Christian  education,  and 
such  is  the  inappreciable  happiness  of  those  children  who 
have  found  near  their  cradle  a  true  school  of  virtue. 


(1)  Ps.  CXVI1I,  105. 
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bj  The  Catholic  School 

But  parents,  generally  speaking,  are  not  in  a  measure 
to  give  by  themselves  to  children  the  entire  intellectual  and 
moral  training  to  which  they  have  a  right.  Such  a  task 
exceeds  the  ordinary  compass  ot  domestic  duties,  and  in 
order  to  accomplish  it,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  school, 
which  thereby  becomes  as  an  extension  of  the  home  and  a 
branch  of  the  family.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  fathers 
and  mothers,  by  intrusting  to  other  hands  the  care  of 
continuing  and  perfecting  the  education  of  their  children, 
lose  none  of  their  rights  nor  escape  any  of  their  responsibi- 
lities. It  is  their  most  strict  duty  to  transmit  their 
authority  to  those  masters  alone  who  are  worthy  and 
capable  of  exerting  it  for  the  greater  good  of  families  ; 
they  should  above  all  have  at  heart  that  the  school  shall 
never  become  a  peril,  but  rather  a  shelter  and  a  safeguard 
for  the  faith  and  morality  of  their  children. 

A  sad  experience  shows  that  the  influence  of  a  good 
home-education  does  not  long  resist  the  attacks  of  a  bad 
education  at  school.  When  the  school  becomes  an 
enemy  of  the  home  and  contends  against  the  family, 
victory  generally  rests  with  the  school.  The  teacher's 
authority  is  preponderant  and  his  influence  decisive  in 
the  formation  of  the  child.  He  sets  on  the  mind,  the 
heart  and  the  will  of  his  pupil,  an  impress  that  remains. 
This  should  never  be  forgotten  by  those  whom  the  difficult 
problem  of  education  preoccupies.  With  the  rapid  devel- 
opments that  popular  education  is  assuming,  with  the 
ever  increasing  necessity  now  existing  of  giving  emphasis 
to  school-education,  nations  are  more  and  more  at  the 
mercy  of  educators  of  childhood.  Nowadays,  it  is  the 
school  that  prepares  the  society  of  to-morrow. 

And  it  is  because  the  school  exerts  that  all-powerful 
influence  on  the  life  of  nations,  it  is  because  the  school 
is  the  great  purveyor  of  men,  that  upon  it  we  see  centred, 
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at  the  present  hour,  all  hopes  and  all  fears,  and  that 
around  it  are  waged  the  most  exciting  battles.  Every  love 
and  every  hatred,  every  sublime  devotedness  and  every 
narrowminded  fanaticism  rush  to  the  assault  of  that 
citadel,  which  guards  life  or  deals  out  death  according  to 
the  masters  that  hold  it. 

We  would,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  recall  here  to 
you  the  principles  taught  by  the  Church  regarding  this 
vital  question,  and  the  line  of  conduct  she  traces  out  to 
all  Catholics.  For  that  purpose,  we  cannot  do  better  than 
borrow  from  the  immortal  Leo  XIII  the  doctrine  so  luminous 
and  so  precise  of  the  Encyclical  Affari  vos,  addressed  in 
December  1897  to  the  whole  Canadian  episcopate  : 

«  It  cannot  be  permitted,  says  Pope  Leo  XIII,  to  ask 
for  our  children  the  benefit  of  instruction  from  schools 
that  ignore  the  Catholic  religion  or  that  positively  war 
against  it,  of  schools  where  its  doctrine  is  scorned  and  its 
principles  rejected.  If  the  Church  has  somewhere  permit- 
ted it,  it  was  not  without  sorrow,  and  after  surrounding  chil- 
dren with  many  safeguards,  which,  too  often  however,  are 
acknowledged  inadequate  to  shield  against  dangers.  In  like 
manner,  must  be  shunned  at  any  cost,  as  most  perni- 
cious, those  schools  where  all  religions  are  indifferently 
received  and  treated  on  an  equality,  as  if,  for  what  concerns 
God  and  things  divine,  it  mattered  little  to  possess  or  not 
sound  doctrines,  to  adopt  truth  or  error.  You  are  far  from 
being  ignorant,  Venerable  Brothers,  that  every  school  of 
the  kind  has  been  condemned  by  the  Church,  because 
there  can  be  nothing  more  pernicious,  more  fit  to  under- 
mine the  integrity  of  the  Faith  and  to  turn  youthful  intel- 
lects from  the  path  of  truth.)) 

These  words,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  are  grave 
and  decisive.  They  sum  up  with  precision  and  authority 
the  teaching  of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  neutrat  and 
anti-Catholic  schools.  You  find  therein  clearly  traced  out 
a  line  of  conduct  from  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  you  to 
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deviate  without  offending  God  and  exposing  to  peril  the 
faith  of  your  children.  After  having  called  attention  to 
schools  that  are  condemnable,  Leo  XIII  indicates  what 
schools  Catholics  have  the  right  and  the  duty  to  claim  for 
their  children: 

«  Justice  and  reason  command  that  our  pupils  find  in 
the  schools,  not  only  scientific  instruction,  but  also  moral 
knowledge  in  harmony  with  the  principles  of  their 
religion,  a  knowledge  without  which,  far  from  being 
fruitful,  education  cannot  be  otherwise  than  fatal.  Thence 
the  necessity  of  having  Catholic  teachers,  readers  and 
other  school-books  approved  by  the  bishops,  and  of  being 
free  to  organize  the  school  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
teaching  therein  be  in  full  agreement  with  the  Catholic 
faith,  as  well  as  with  the  duties  that  flow  therefrom... 
When,  therefore,  Catholics  demand — and  it  is  their  duty  so 
to  demand  and  claim — that  the  master's  teaching  agree 
with  the  religion  of  their  children,  they  make  use  of  their 
right.  And  there  could  be  nothing  more  unjust  than  to 
place  them  in  the  alternative,  either  of  letting  their 
children  grow  up  in  ignorance,  or  to  throw  them  into  an 
environment  constituting  a  manifest  danger  for  the  supreme 
interest  of  their  souls.  » 

We  were  anxious,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  to 
place  once  more  such  salutary  trachings  before  you.  They 
will  show  you  what  importance  the  Church  attaches  to 
the  grave  problem  of  education,  and  with  what  motherly 
solicitude  she  envelops  those  dear  children,  forming  the 
chosen  portion  of  her  flock.  Willingly  does  she  echo  the  terri- 
ble anathema  that  Jesus  has  uttered  against  whomsoever 
scandalizes  any  of  these  little  ones:  «It  were  better  for 
him  that  a  mill-stone  were  hanged  about  his  neck  and 
that  he  were  drowned  in  the  depth  ot  the  sea.»(,)  Inspire 
yourselves     by     these    sentiments,      and    let    yourselves 


(1)  Matth.  XVIII,  6. 
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be  guided  by  this  doctrine.  Ever  recall  to  mind  that  neither 
the  school  nor  the  home  must  escape  your  watchful 
control.  The  lessons  and  examples  of  the  teacher,  like 
your  own,  give  to  the  child  life  or  death,  according  as  they 
bear  to  his  soul  truth  or  error,  virtue  or  vice.  Your  work, 
therefore,  will  not  be  complete  nor  all  your  duty  fulfilled 
before  the  day  when,  through  your  care,  the  school  and 
the  home,  truly  established  in  Christ,  will  prepare  for 
society  the  citizens  and  Christians  it  needs. 

Ill 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SPIRIT  IN  SOCIETY. 

The  life  of  the  individual,  after  having  grown  and 
developed  itself  within  the  limits  of  the  family  circle, 
completes  its  expansion  on  the  vaster  scene  ol  society. 
Man  is  not  only  a  member  or  the  head  of  a  family  ;  he 
is  also  a  citizen,  the  inhabitant  of  a  province,  of  a 
country.  In  this  broader  sphere  where  his  activity  exerts 
itself,  his  personal  interests  are  necessarily  bound  with  the 
interests  ol  his  neighbor,  and  this  connection  begets  for 
him  new  rights  and  duties :  such  is  social  life.  Now, 
this  life,  natural  complement  of  the  two  others,  is  subject 
like  them  to  the  judgment  of  God,  to  the  dictates  of 
conscience  and  to  the  teachings  of  Faith.  The  will  of 
Christ  is  that  he  reign  over  society  as  well  as  in  the  family 
and  over  the  individual.  For  thatreason  it  is  important  that 
Catholics,  in  every  act  of  their  social  life,  should  take  their 
inspiration  from  the  precepts  ol  the  Gospel,  and  ever  show 
themselves  to  be  respectful  and  submissive  sons  of  the 
Church,  that  Christ  has  founded  to  enlighten,  to  guide 
and  to  save  nations  as  well  as  individuals.  We  desire,  our 
dearly  beloved  brethren,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
very  grave  obligations  imposed  on  you  by  your  title  ol 
Catholic  citizens,  and  to  the  necessity  of  being  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  Christian  spirit  in  all  your  social   life. 
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1.  DUTIES  OF  THE  CATHOLIC  CITIZEN 

Let  us  first  of  all  demand  of  you  to  unite  in  an  unfail- 
ing love  the  Catholic  Church  and  Canada,  your  country, 
and  to  give  to  each  in  your  thoughts  and  in  your  devotion 
its  proper  place.  «  To  love  the  two  countries,  says 
Leo  XIII,  that  of  the  earth  and  that  of  heaven,  but  in 
such  manner  that  the  love  of  the  heavenly  home  surpass  the 
love  of  the  former  and  that  human  laws  may  never  be 
preferred  to  the  law  of  God,  such  is  the  essential  duty  of 
Christians,  whence  flow,  as  from  their  fountain-head,  all 
other  duties. (1) 

In  our  history,  these  two  countries  have  harmoniously 
blended  their  destinies.  Since  the  day  when,  overourcradle, 
the  cross  and  the  flag  joined  in  fraternal  embrace, ^reli- 
gious and  patriotic  feelings  have  willingly  mingled  in  our 
souls.  Our  land  has  not  experienced  the  violent  fand 
painful  separations  which,  elsewhere,  have  been  productive 
of  such  fatal  results. 

It  is  your  duty  to  labor  to  maintain  so  wiseand  fruit- 
ful an  alliance.  For  that  purpose,  hold  fast  to  the  Christian 
traditions  that  your  forefathers  have  bequeathed  you,  and 
allow  not  the  salutary  and  undying  principles  that  should 
enlighten  public  morals  to  become  obscured.  Whatever  be 
your  part  in  civil  society,  perform  it  with  rectitude  and 
disinterestedness,  placing  the  common  interest  above  your 
own,  allowing  yourselves  to  be  guided  by  your  conscience 
as  Catholics,  and  soaring  above  all  divisions  to  defend  the 
sacred  rights  of  religion. 

If  the  law  gives  you  the  right  to  vote,  know  how  to 
use  it  with  wisdom  and  honesty.  It  is  a  powerful  weapon 
placed  within  your  hands  ;  wield  it  for  the  good  fight. 
Above  all,  never  sully  it  in  a  shameful  traffic.  Vote  freely, 
with  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  material  and  moral 
good  of  your  country,  and  obeying  naught  but  the  dictates 


(1)  Encyclical  Sapientiae  Christianae. 
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of  an  upright  and  enlightened  conscience.  Be  on  your 
guard  against  the  vulgar  temptations  of  venality,  and  never 
imitate  those  who  set  a  price  on  the  exercise  of  their  right. 
To  sell  one's  vote  is  to  sell  one's  conscience,  and  to  dis- 
honor one's  title  of  citizen.  Such  unworthiness  cannot  be 
compatible  with  the  Christian  sentiment,  and  the  Church 
condemns  with  just  severity  those  who  are  guilty  thereof. 

2.  DUTIES  OF  THE  CATHOLIC  LEGISLATOR 

As  to  those  whom  popular  suffrage  raises  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  commonwealth,  we  remind  them  that 
they  are  responsible,  not  only  to  their  electors,  but  also 
to  God,  for  the  manner  in  wich  they  execute  their  mandate. 
We  propose  to  their  reflections  these  beautiful  words  of 
Pope  Leo  XIII,  which  should  serve  as  a  programme  for  all  Ca- 
tholic legislators  : 

«They  who  draw  up  constitutions  and  enact  laws  must 
takeintoaccount  the  moral  and  religious  nature  of  man,  and 
help  him  to  perfect  himself,  but  with  order  and  equity, 
neither  ordaining  nor  forbidding  anything  without  having 
regard  to  the  end  proper  to  each  society,  civil  and  religious. 
The  Church,  therefore,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  fact  that 
such  or  such  laws  govern  the  State,  not  insomuch  as  these 
laws  belong  to  the  civil  and  political  order,  but  inasmuch 
as  they  might  transgress  the  limits  of  that  order  and  infringe 
upon  her  rights.  The  Church  has  also  received  from  God 
the  mandate  to  oppose  such  institutions  as  might  injure 
religion ,  and  to  make  continual  efforts  to  imbue  the  laws 
and  institutions  of  nations  with  the  virtue  of  the  Gospel. 
And  as  the  fate  of  nations  chiefly  depends  on  the  disposi- 
tions of  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  the  government,  the 
Church  cannot  grant  her  patronage  nor  her  favor  to  men 
whom  she  knows  are  hostile  towards  her,  who  overtly 
refuse  to  respect  her  rights,  who  seek  to  sever  the  bond  set 
by  the  very  nature  of  things  between  religious  interests 
and  the  interests  of  the  civil  order.  On  the  contrary,  her  duty 
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is  to  favor  those  who  have  sound  ideas  concerning  the 
relations  between  Church  and  State,  and  strive  to  make 
them  serve  by  their  agreement  for  the  general  welfare.  »  (1) 

In  order  to  follow  this  programme  traced  out  for  them 
by  a  master  of  indisputable  authority,  our  public  men 
require  to  be  well  informed.  In  a  Christian  country  like 
ours,  the  two  societies,  civil  and  religious,  come  in  close 
contact  and  their  interests  quite  often  mingle  together. 
The  Church  willingly  leaves  to  political  power  the  inde- 
pendence requisite  for  its  free  operation  within  its  proper 
sphere  of  action.  But  as  soon  as  there  is  question  of 
touching  souls,  of  enacting  laws  whose  application  may 
either  directly  or  indirectly  attain  the  spiritual  domain, 
she  insists  upon  Catholics  respecting  all  her  rights,  so  as 
to  leave  her  free  to  fulfil  all  her  duties. 

It  is  important  therefore  not  to  blindly  tread  upon 
those  frontiers,  sometimes  insufficiently  defined,  whereat 
these  two  powers  meet.  Complicated  and  delicate 
questions  often  arise,  in  which  interests  of  the  religious 
and  moral  order  are  inseparable  from  temporal  interests. 
To  treat  them  competently  and  solve  them  with  equity,  it 
suffices  not  to  know  the  requirements  of  politics  and  to 
have  in  view  the  material  progress  of  one's  country  ;  one 
must  also  take  into  consideration  the  superior  rights  of 
the  Church  and  be  determined  never  to  sacrifice  them. 
Wherefore  we  recommend  to  all  Catholic  legislators  to 
carefully  acquire  due  information  concerning  these  matters. 
A  knowledge  of  the  public  right  of  the  Church  is  indis- 
pensable to  those  who  enjoy  the  redoubtable  honor  of 
preparing,  of  voting  and  of  applying  the  laws  of  the  nation, 
and  who  to  that  honor  join  the  noble  care  of  safeguarding 
the  indefeasible  rights  of  religion  and  of  never  doing 
aught  that  the  conscience  of  a   Catholic  might  reprobate. 


(1)  Encyclical  Sapientiae  Christianae. 
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The  sources  of  information  on  so  important  a  matter 
are  not  wanting.  We  are  happy  to  mention  here  the  works 
lately  published  in  Quebec  by  Monsignor  L.  A.  Paquet. 
These  lucid,  precise  and  well  documented  studies  on  the 
public  right  of  the  Church  will  be  most  helpful  to  those  who 
may  consult  them.  It  is  likewise  our  desire  that  young 
men  preparing  ior  public  life  receive  regular  instruction  in 
this  matter. 

The  rights  of  the  Church  are  more  and  more  disre- 
garded and  attacked.  There  is  everywhere  a  deplorable 
tendency  to  limit  the  field  of  action  of  religious  authority, 
and  to  encroach  upon  the  reserved  domain  of  souls. 
Catholics  must  watch  over  the  Irontier-line  and  suffer  no 
trespass  that  might  be  baleful  to  the  State  as  well  as  to 
the  Church.  To  establish  society  in  Christ,  her  liberty 
of  action  must  be  kept  untouched  or  restored  to  the 
Church,  the  fulness  of  the  rights  she  holds  from  her  divine 
Founder  and  which  are  essential  to  her  mission  must  be 
guaranteed  her. 

3.  DUTIES  OF  THE  CATHOLIC  WRITER 

Among  the  efficient  auxiliaries  who  help  the  Church 
in  making  known  and  defending  her  rights,  and  in  assur- 
ing the  reign  of  Jesus  Christ  over  society,  it  is  fitting  to 
mention  Catholic  writers,  and  more  particularly  Catholic 
journalists. 

Nobody  is  unaware  of  the  preponderant  place  occupied 
nowadays  by  the  book,  the  review,  the  pamphlet  and  the 
newspaper.  They  have  become  the  chief  sowers  of  ideas,  and 
very  often  the  uncontested  masters  of  public  opinion.  Under 
every  form,  but  above  all  that  of  the  newspaper,  the 
press  is  the  great,  and  often  the  sole  educator  of  the  mul- 
titude. It  penetrates  everywhere,  appeals  to  all  classes 
and  to  all  ages,  treats  of  every  subject,  awakens  and  keeps 
alive  every  curiosity,  and  little   by   little   takes  possession 
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of  every  mind  to  shape  and  disfigure  it  at  its  pleasure.  Its 
influence  is  very  often  decisive  and  its  judgments  without 
appeal. 

It  is  therefore  not  surprising  that  the  enemies  of  the 
Church  have  thought  of  seizing  such  a  powerful  weapon 
and  making  it  serve  for  their  perverse  designs.  It  is  by 
the  thousand  voices  of  the  press  that  errors  have  spread  so 
numerous,  so  quickly  and  so  far  within  a  century  ;  it  is 
the  bad  newspaper  that  has  battered  in  breach  and 
discredited  in  public  opinion  all  the  religious  institutions 
whose  disappearance  we  have  witnessed.  It  is  newspapers 
and  novels,  no  less  than  theatrical  plays,  that  have 
prepared  the  law  of  divorce,  that  true  plague  of  modern 
society  ;  it  is  by  the  newspapers  that  was  directed  the 
campaign  against  the  Christian  education  of  youth,  and  it 
is  their  sophisms  a  hundred  times  repeated  that  have 
opened  the  way  for  the  neutral  school.  All  the  measures 
of  persecution  and  of  hatred  that  have  been  taken,  in  these 
latter  times,  against  the  Church  and  her  institutions, 
would  never  have  been  adopted  if  an  evil  press  had  not 
beforehand  prejudiced  and  led  astray  public  opinion. 

At  the  present  moment,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren, 
bad  newspapers,  in  the  whole  world,  greatly  surpass  the 
good  in  number  and  influence.  The  enormous  power  of 
the  press  is  therefore  at  the  service  of  error  against  truth, 
of  Satan  against  Jesus  Christ.  Hence  we  must  not  be 
astonished  if  erroneous  and  subversive  doctrines,  vulgar 
prejudice  and  unwholesome  opinions,  penetrate  everywhere 
and  spread  with  frightful  rapidity.  But  it  is  urgent  to  oppose  a 
barrier  to  that  devastating  torrent.  Therefore,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  creation,  the  diffusion,  the  constant  support 
of  truly  Catholic  journals  is  a  sovereignly  useful  work  ; 
and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  is  an  absolute  neces- 
sity in  our  days.  And,  in  this  matter,  we  deem  we  are 
entering   into    the    mind   of  our  beloved  Pontiff  Pius  X, 
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who  speaks  as  follows  in  a  Brief  addressed  to  His  Grace 
the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  and  dated  May  27,  1907  : 

«  The  characteristic  feature  of  our  age  is  that,  for  what- 
ever concerns  the  methods  of  living  and  thinking,  inspira- 
tion is  usually  sought  for  in  daily  newspapers  circulated 
everywhere.  To  remedy  the  evils  of  our  day  means  must 
therefore  be  taken  adapted  to  its  habits.  ^^Therefore  to  writings 
let  us  oppose  writings;  to  errors  propagated  here  and 
there,  trulh  ;  to  the  poison  of  evil  reading,  the  antidote 
of  wholesome  reading ;  to  the  newspaper  whose  pernicious 
influence  is  making  itself  felt  every  day,  the  good  news- 
paper. To  leave  aside  such  means  is  to  condemn  one's 
self  to  exert  no  action  on  the  people,  and  to  be  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  character  of  one's  times;  on  the  contrary, 
he  shows  himself  an  excellent  judge  of  his  age  who,  to 
sow  truth  in  souls  and  spread  it  among  the  people,  knows 
how  to  make  use  with  skill,  zeal  and  constancy  of  the 
daily  press.)) 

Great  and  numerous  are  the  duties  of  Catholic  jour- 
nalists. It  would  be  too  long  here  to  enumerate  them. 
Moreover  the  three  latest  Pontiffs,  Pius  IX,  Leo  XIII  and 
Pius  X,  have  spoken  on  the  subject  with  such  force  and 
clearness,  and  their  Acts  are  so  easy  of  access  to  all,  that 
we  prefer  to  simply  refer  thereto  those  who  take  upon 
themselves  the  noble  and  arduous  task  of  enlightening  and 
directing  public  opinion.  They  will  find  therein  the  warn- 
ings, advice  and  encouragement  they  require. 

We  will  limit  ourselves  to  pointing  out  what  seems 
to  us  to  be  the  characteristic  trait  of  the  Catholic  writer  : 
filial  and  respectful  submissiveness  to  ecclesiastical  author- 
ity. The  Pope  and  the  bishops  are  commissioned  to  teach 
and  govern  the  Church  of  God.  Their  power  is  not  con- 
fined within  the  strict  limits  of  the  faith  ;  it  reaches  to 
all  that  concerns  the  good  moral  discipline  of  the  Christian 
people.  Now,  the  obedience  of  the  faithful  must  manilest 
itself  wherever  the  lawful  authority  of  the  pastors  is  affirmed 
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and  exerted.  Those  Catholic  writers  therefore  are  wanting  in 
their  duty,  who,  without  openly  resisting  their  spiritual 
heads,  nevertheless  hamper  their  designs  by  underhand 
oppositions,  and  oppose  their  authority,  by  seeking,  through 
clever  subterfuges,  to  lessen  it  or  to  escape  from  it. 

«  Let  Catholic  journalists,  »  says  Leo  XIII,  «  deeply 
engrave  in  their  minds  that  if  they  dare  to  violate  these 
prescriptions  and  give  way  to  their  personal  appreciation, 
either  by  prejudging  questions  that  the  Holy  See  has  not 
yet  decided,  or  by  injuring  the  authority  of  the  bishops 
and  usurping  an  authority  beyond  their  power  ;  let  them 
be  fully  convinced  that  it  is  in  vain  they  pretend  to  retain 
the  honor  of  being  called  Catholics  and  of  serving  the 
interests  of  the  most  holy  and  noble  cause  they  have 
undertaken  to  defend  and  to  glorify.  »  (1) 

Directed  by  sincere  Catholics,  in  a  spirit  of  faith  and 
respectful  submission  to  all  the  teachings  of  the  Church, 
newspapers  are  powerful  teachers  of  truth  and  virtue.  By 
the  variety  and  extent  of  their  apostolate,  they  attain 
every  sphere,  pursue  vice  and  error  in  all  their  tortuous 
ways  and  even  in  the  very  depths  of  the  obscure  haunts 
where  they  seek  to  hide  themselves.  To  the  attacks  ol  the 
enemy  they  immediately  give  the  expected  retort,  that  foils 
every  sophism,  dispels  malevolent  insinuations  and  puts 
slanderers  in  the  proper  place  ;  upon  all  the  questions  that 
preoccupy  the  public  and  on  which  passion  and  interest 
cast  so  much  obscurity,  they  throw  the  serene  light  that 
illumines  opinion  and  enables  it  to  choose  the  proper 
direction  ;  they  awaken  energies,  group  wills  together  and 
raise  courage  by  sounding  the  alarm-cry  and  waving  the 
standard  that  should  be  followed.  Beautiful  and  glorious 
mission,  well  suited  to  tempt  the  zeal  and  devotedness  of 
those  whom  God  has  endowed  with  some  talent  and  who 
wish  to  make  it  bear  fruit;  full  worthy  likewise  of  receiving 

(1)  Letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Tours. 
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from  all  Christian  people  the  encouragement  and  practical 
support  it  requires  to  succeed! 

May  truly  Catholic  journals,  therefore,  increase  and 
multiply.  Everywhere  throughout  our  country,  and  in 
every  tongue,  may  they  exert  their  fruitful  apostleship 
and  bear  the  good  tidings  of  Christ.  It  is  our  ardent  desire 
that  the  faithful  subscribe  thereto  and  support  them  in 
every  manner,  that  the  clergy  encourage  them  and  labor 
to  spread  them.  There  is  probably  not,  at  this  present 
moment,  a  more  efficacious  means  of  defending  the  City  of 
good,  than  to  plant  firmly  on  the  ramparts  raised  by  our 
Faith  the  valiant  sentinels  of  Catholic  journalism,  and  to 
aid  them,  by  our  confidence  and  timely  assistance,  in 
keeping  good  watch,  in  attentively  spying  the  enemy's 
movements,  and  in  repelling  all  the  attacks  proceeding 
from  the  City  of  evil. 

4.  OUR  SOCIAL  PLAGUES 

Every  society  that  would  make  Chistian  morals  flour- 
ish in  its  midst  should  apply  itself  to  combat  vice  under 
every  shape,  and  especially  to  cure  certain  infectious 
diseases  that  attack  nearly  every  social  body  and  too  often 
find  therein  a  fertile  medium  of  culture.  Our  own  country 
has  not  escaped  this  danger.  Vice  has  driven  against  us  its 
invading  tide,  and  in  spite  of  the  watchfulness  of  the  pas- 
tors, in  spite  of  the  still  lively  faith  of  our  people,  it  has 
forced  our  frontiers  and  exerts  its  ravages  somewhat 
everywhere.  Wherefore,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  we 
cannot  finish  this  letter  without  uttering  a  cry  of  alarm 
and  beseeching  you  to  struggle  and  to  pray. 

It  would  be  too  long  to  trace  the  very  painful  enume- 
ration of  the  plagues  that  ravage  our  society,  and  endan- 
ger the  integrity  of  your  faith  and  the  purity  of  your 
morals.  Blasphemy,  perjury,  gambling,  dancing,  bad 
theatres,  immorality  under  many   forms,    the    profanation 
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of  the  Lord's  day,  are  vices  unworthy  of  a  Christian  people, 
and  that  nevertheless  display  their  cursed  fruits  before  our 
eyes.  We  point  out  to  your  serious  attention,  and  we 
stigmatize  as  they  deserve  those  enemies  of  your  salva- 
tion. Against  them  must  be  waged  a  warfare  without 
truce  or  mercy.  Their  triumph,  in  any  society,  signifies 
the  death  of  the  Christian  spirit  and  return  to  paganism. 

Among  the  social  plagues  that  have  already  done 
great  harm  to  our  country,  we  insist  particularly  on 
pointing  out  alcoholism.  There  are  few  vices  so  pro- 
ductive of  ruin  as  that  one  ;  there  are  none  that  open 
more  surely  and  quickly  the  way  to  every  abasement,  phy- 
sical, intellectual  and  moral.  Alcohol  is  a  poison  that 
possesses  the  dreadful  powder  of  attacking  at  the  same 
time  soul  and  body,  paralysing  all  their  energies  and 
corrupting  all  their  living  sources.  The  gross,  insatiable 
and  immoral  appetite  it  develops  in  the  senses  is  one 
of  the  most  degrading  and  incurable  passions  known. 
Its  victims  are  objects  of  scandal  or  horror  for  society, 
until  they  go  to  increase  the  number  of  patients  in  hos- 
pitals and  insane  asylums. 

An  already  lengthy  and  ever  renewed  experience  tells 
us  what  becomes  of  fortunes  when  they  are  placed  at  the 
service  of  that  tyrannical  passion  ;  it  also  shows  us  how 
the  workman's  wages,  instead  of  bringing  to  the  home  the 
daily  bread  and  the  modest  comfort  it  needs,  often  stop 
on  the  way  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  complaisant 
tavern-keeper,  who  sells  for  that  price  the  dishonor  of  the 
lather  of  the  family,  the  hardship  and  shame  of  the  wife 
and  children.  II  wre  consult  statistics,  they  reveal  to  us 
that,  in  our  country,  spirituous  liquors,  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  one  hundred  million  dollars,  are  annually 
consumed.  Now,  the  greater  portion  of  that  sum  goes  to 
feed  vice,  to  squander  the  treasures  of  the  physical 
strength  and  the  intellectual  and  moral  vigor  wherewith 
God  has  so  liberally  endowred  our  people. 
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The  Church  is  not  influenced  by  fanciful  fears,  when 
the  calls  her  children  to  arms,  and  when,  rallying  them 
beneath  the  standard  of  the  Cross,  she  organizes  a  vigorous 
campaign  against  one  ol  the  worst  enemies  of  religion  and 
country.  In  so  doing,  she  remains  faithful  to  her  office 
and  to  her  traditions.  Warfare  against  the  plague  of 
alcoholism  goes  back  to  the  very  origin  of  the  colony. 
When  the  traffic  of  « fire-water »  threatened  to  ruin  upon 
these  shores  a  new-born  civilization,  a  man  boldly  stood 
up  before  the  greedy  traders,  more  or  less  avowedly  encou- 
raged by  the  lavor  of  those  in  power :  that  man  was  the 
first  Canadian  bishop,  Monseigneur  de  Laval.  In  the 
stirring  conflict  that  took  place  at  the  time,  and  wherein  the 
adversaries  now  appear  to  us  in  the  full  light  of  history, 
the  nobler  part  belongs  to  the  valiant  apostle  of  temperance. 
He  was  the  true  patriot  and  the  clearsighted  defender  of 
the  material  and  religious  interests  of  the  colony. 

Inheritors  of  *his  great  bishop,  we  have  at  heart  to  con- 
tinue to-day  the  crusade  of  which  he  was  the  intrepid 
herald.  Following  his  example  we  would  deliver  our 
country  from  the  ever  recurring  peril  of  alcoholism.  We 
firmly  trust  that  our  endeavors  will  not  be  useless. 
Already  very  appreciable  results  have  been  obtained,  and 
everything  leads  us  to  hope  that  they  will  be  lasting. 

Nearly  everywhere  the  civil  authorities  have  lent  their 
indispensable  cooperation  and  have  exerted  themselves 
with  a  truly  Christian  feeling  to  arrest  the  plague.  It  has 
above  all  been  realized  that  the  evil  should  be  attacked  in 
its  source,  the  intoxicating  liquor  traffie  suppressed  wherever 
it  was  possible,  and  elsewhere  diminished  and  more 
severely  controlled,  and  a  legislation  enacted  on  the  matter 
which  might  trammel  vice  and  render  easier  for  good 
citizens  the  task  of  averting  the  danger  and  putting  a  stop 
to  disorder. 

We  heartily  congratulate  all  those  who  have  labored 
in  this  cause  of  social  uplifting  ;     we  encourage  them  to 
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persevere  in  their  noble  efforts,  and  to  extend  their  zeal  to 
all  undertakings  of  moral  preservation  and  healthfulness. 
It  remains  for  us,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  to 
point  out  to  you  a  last  danger,  one  of  the  most  fatal  to 
any  Christian  society,  since  it  defies  the  Christ  and  his 
Church  and  seeks  to  destroy  their  influence  over  souls  : 
we  mean  secret  societies  and  neutral  societies.  By  secret 
societies  we  mean  all  those  darkworking  associations  which 
are  more  or  less  directly  related  to  freemasonry,  and  which, 
under  various  names,  strive  with  equal  persistency  and 
energy  to  ruin  Catholicism  throughout  the  world. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  condemnations  so  often 
repeated  by  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs,  those  noxious  sects  have 
pursued  their  designs  and  accomplished  their  baleful  work 
in  the  midst  of  Catholic  nations.  Their  influence  and 
their  inspiration  are  to  be  found  in  those  woeful  laws 
that  aim  at  enslaving  the  Church  and  making  her 
powerless ;  in  those  doctrines  that  overthrow  authority  and 
public  order,  that  ferment  amidst  the  popular  masses,  and 
now  and  again  break  forth  into  sinister  explosions  of 
crime  and  anarchy  ;  in  those  plots  knowingly  contrived 
and  skilfully  conducted  against  the  liberty  of  teaching  and 
the  inalienable  rights  of  parents  and  the  Church  in  the 
matter  of  education. 

«  In  the  space  of  a  century  and  a  half,  says  Leo  XIII, 
the  sect  of  freemasonry  has  made  incredible  progress. 
Using  at  the  same  time  boldness  and  cunning,  it  has 
invaded  every  rank  of  the  social  hierarchy  and  begun  to 
assume,  amidst  modern  states,  a  power  that  well-nigh 
equals  sovereignty...  Such  a  point  has  been  reached 
as  to  give  reason  to  conceive  for  the  future  the  most 
serious  fears,  not  indeed  for  what  concerns  the  Church, 
whose  solid  foundations  cannot  be  shaken  by  the  efforts 
of  men,  but  regarding  the  security  of  those  states,  in 
whose    midst   either   that    sect   of  freemasonry   or   other 
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similar  associations  that  become  its  cooperators  and  its 
satellites  have  grown  powerful.  »  (1) 

We  are  sorry  to  state,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren, 
that  secret  societies  have  succeeded  in  recruiting  adepts 
in  our  country,  even  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  delight  in 
calling  themselves  Catholics.  Wherefore  we  judge  proper 
to  here  recall  the  severe  condemnations  pronounced  by 
the  Church  against  such  of  her  children  who,  trampling 
under  foot  the  promises  of  their  baptism  and  the  teachings 
of  their  faith,  are  not  afraid  to  enter  into  those  masonic 
lodges  and  there  to  compound  with  the  worst  enemies  of 
religion.  A  like  treason  cannot  nowadays  be  justified  by 
ignorance,  still  less  by  the  pursuit  of  some  material 
advantage.  They  who  become  guilty  thereof  are  severed, 
by  the  very  fact,  from  the  body  of  the  Church,  and  expose 
themselves,  should  they  die  without  acknowledging  their 
fault  and  repairing  the  scandal  given,  to  all  the  rigors  of 
ecclesiastical  law. 

Beside  those  societies  formally  condemned  by  the 
Church,  there  are  others  on  which  a  like  condemnation 
does  not  weigh,  but  which  must  be  held  in  suspicion  by 
Catholics.  They  are  all  the  societies  of  the  economic  or 
moral  order  that  profess  religious  neutrality,  open  their 
ranks  to  men  of  every  creed,  place  all  religions  on  a 
footing  of  complete  equality,  and  which,  for  that  reason, 
are  called  neutral  societies.  Such  societies  are  not  necess- 
arily hostile  to  the  Church ;  it  may  even  happen  that  they 
affect  a  great  deference  towards  the  Catholic  religion, 
whose  children  provide  their  best  recruits  and  richest 
profits. 

But,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  be  not  deceived  by 
this  ;  neutral  societies  are  rarely  inoffensive  and  nearly 
always  cause  grievous  prejudice  to  the  Catholics  whom 
they  enrol.     The  principle  of  neutrality,  which  they  put 


(1)  Encyclical  against  Freemasonry. 
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into  practice,  is  a  false  and  extremely  dangerous  principle. 
A  Catholic  cannot  admit  that  all  religions  are  equal, 
since  he  knows  that  the  truth  is  one,  and  that  the  truth 
is  the  Christ  living  in  his  Church  until  the  consummation 
of  ages.  Nevertheless,  by  dint  ot  frequenting  spheres 
where  error  claims  and  obtains  all  the  rights  and  all  the 
honors  due  to  truth,  by  dint  of  breathing  the  atmosphere 
of  religious  indifference  created  by  such  perpetual  con- 
fusion, he  will  end  by  undergoing  its  baleful  influence, 
and  by  losing  the  integrity  of  the  faith. 

To  this  first  peril  is  added  another  no  less  grave.  One  can 
never  know  into  what  hands  nor  under  what  influences 
those  neutral  societies  are  placed.  They  are  liable  to  depart 
some  day  from  their  pretended  neutrality,  and  deserve  on 
the  part  of  the  Church  a  condemnation  that  cannot  fail  to 
reach  them.  Experience  shows  that  this  is  not  a  vain 
supposition.  And,  in  that  case,  those  Catholics  who  have 
been  imprudent  enough  to  enter  a  society  thus  condemned, 
are  placed  in  the  painful  alternative  of  sacrificing  the  savings 
they  have  entrusted  to  it  or  of  giving  up  the  practice  of 
their  religion  and  greatly  endangering  their  eternal  salva- 
tion. Sad  examples  prove  that,  in  like  cases,  many 
Catholics  choose  tho  worse  solution  and  sacrifice  their 
souls  to  their  money. 

Wherefore,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  we  deem  it 
advisable  to  give  you  hereby  a  solemn  warning,  and  to  repeat 
to  you  what  Leo  XIII  said  in  his  last  Encyclical  to 
the  bishops  of  the  United  States  :  « When  any  one 
desires  to  join  a  benevolent  society  he  must  act  with 
extreme  precaution  ;  Catholics  must  adopt  as  a  rule  to 
associate  with  Catholics  only.  »  This  very  wise  rule  is 
traced  by  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Church.  We  beseech 
you  to  follow  it  faithfully.  You  will  find  therein,  with  the 
surest  safety  for  your  material  interests,  the  security  of 
your  faith,  the  peace  of  your  conscience  and  the  blessings 
of  heaven. 
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Such  are,  our  dearly  beloved  brethren,  the  teachings 
we  desired  to  offer  to  your  serious  reflections,  and  which 
must  serve  as  a  crowning  of  the  labors  of  the  First  Plenary 
Council  of  Quebec.  We  beseech  Mary,  the  Mother  of  good 
Counsel,  and  Help  of  Christians,  to  aid  you  in  faithfully 
putting  into  practice  counsels  that  are  given  to  you  in  all 
charity  and  for  your  greater  good.  All  our  wishes  would 
be  fulfilled  if  the  principles  we  have  just  set  forth  served 
henceforward  to  enlighten  your  private  and  your  public  life, 
your  domestic  and  your  social  life.  Then  should  we  behold 
Christ  triumph,  reign  and  command  as  a  master,  and  a 
consoling  and  fruitful  reality  would  be  expressed  by  the 
hymn  that  went  up  joyful  and  vibrating  to  the  vaults  of 
the  Basilica  of  Quebec,  at  the  closing  of  the  Council  : 
Christus  vincit,  Christus  imperat,  Christus  regnat  ! 

Delivered  at  the  archiepiscopal  palace,  Quebec,  under 
our  signatures,  the  seal  of  the  Archdiocese  and  the  counter- 
signature of  the  archdiocesan  Secretary,  the  eighth  day  of 
December,  feast  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  nine. 

"j"  Louis-Nazaire,  Archbishop  of  Quebec 

-J-  L.-P.-Adelard,  Archbishop  of  St.  Boniface 

f  Paul,  Archbishop  of  Montreal 

f  Charles  Hugh,  Archbishop  of  Kingston 

-j-  Edward  Joseph,  Archbishop  of  Halifax 

■j-  Fergus  Patrick,  Archbishop  of  Toronto 

•j*  John,  Bishop  of  Antigonish 

f  Thomas  Joseph,  Bishop  of  Hamilton 

7  Richard  Alphonsus,  Bishop  of  Peterborough 

7  Andre-Alrert,  Bishop  of  St.  Germain  de  Rimouski 

f  John  Charles,  Bishop  of  Charlottetown 
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•j*  Joseph-Medard,  Bishop  of  Valleyfield 

-j-  Michel-Thomas,  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi 

-j-  Paul,  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke 

f  Narcisse-Zephirin,  Bishop  of  Pembroke 

•f  Francois-Xavier,  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers 

-j*  Timothy,  Bishop  of  St.  John,  N.  B. 

f  Emile,  Bishop  of  St.  Albert 

-}•  Thomas  Francis,  Bishop  of  Chatham 

-J*  Hermann,  Bishop  of  Nicolet 

-j-  Joseph-Alfred,  Bishop  of  Joliette 

-j- David  Joseph,  Bishop  of  Sault-Sainte-Marie 

-J-  Alexis-Xyste,  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinth 

f  William  Andrew,  Bishop  ot  Alexandria 

7  Alrert,  Bishop  of  Prince  Albert 

-j-  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Victoria 

•j-  Emile,  Bishop  ol  Ibora,  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Athabaska 

f  Garriel,  Bishop  of  Adramyta,  Vicar  Apost.  of  Mackenzie 

-j-  Gust  ave,  Bishop  of  Sicca  V.  Ap.  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence 

f  Elie-Anicet,  Bp.  of  Catenna,  V.  Ap.  of  Temiscamingue 

-j-  Zotique,  Bishop  of  Pogla,  Auxiliary  of  Montreal 

f  Paul-Eugene,  Bishop  of  Eleutheropolis,  Auxil.  of  Quebec 

■j-  Celestin,  Bishop  of  Arcadiopolis,  Coadj.  of  Athabaska 

Emile  Bunoz,   o.m.i.,   v.  g.,  Prefect  Apost.  of  the  Yukon 

John  Welch,  o.  m.  i.,  v.  g.,  Adm.  of  Vancouver,  sede  vacante 

Jos.-Onesime,  Routhier  v.  g.,  Adm.   Ottawa,  sede  vacante 

Jos.-Edouard  Meunier,  v.  g.,  Adm.  of  London,  sede  vacante 


Countersigned  by  order 

Eug.  C.  Laflamme,  priest. 

Secretary. 


